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PRESIDENT’S SPACE by voe Mahoney 


We hosted a TOWN MEETING in May on the topic 
of the proposed Senior Housing at the Muni Turn- 
around/Phelan-Ocean-Balboa Reservoir area. Yes, 
another round of the same topic! CITY HALL: READ 
OUR LIPS! We’ve voted repeatedly our opinion that 
City College use is the highest and best destiny for 
the empty reservoirs. We do not wish to quibble 
about the exact property line...realistically, if not 
technically, the land between Muni loop and the 
South Basin is part of the whole reservoir issue. 
Make no mistake: we are not opposed to housing 
or seniors (Ah! the emotions); City College has little 
room to grow and the open space nearby seems so 
natural-we are not convinced that all other housing 
sites have been exhausted. Education and the 
needs of the many must be balanced against the 
need of 120 units of housing. SNA members voting 
at the May meeting soundly say “NO” to the project. 


More on Criminals and Victims: That’s the 
subject dearest to the heart of Nina Jo Smith, the 
speaker featured at our September 4 meeting. Tired 
of seeing people with limitations or a few gray hairs 
becoming targets on the street, Nina Jo has 
designed a program especially for people who DON’T 
think of themselves as athletes. She teaches physi- 
cal education at SF State and has a 1st degree 
black belt in Tae Kwon Do. She has taught self- 
defense for over 12 years, including recent work- 
shops and summer courses. Her students learn 
simple, practical skills of personal safety. Young 
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and otherwise, we in the Sunnyside welcome her for 
this special neighborhood event. (Meeting to be 
held at St. Finn Barr parish hall.) 


We will have additional personal safety meetings 
this year in response to the increasing incidence of 
crime in the neighborhood. 


CON ARTISTS! The SFPD fraud unit (553-1521) 
warns of door-to-door con artists who pose as 
neighbors asking for money to help cover an emer- 
gency, like locked out of the house, car being 
towed, need to buy baby formula. This approach 
works as many don’t know neighbor families well 
and the money requests are often for specific, small 
amounts. Most contacts have been late at night. If 
you Can Safely do so, verify the identity of the person 
asking for help; use extreme caution in opening 
your door. If you have doubts, call the police. 
Legitimate requests will withstand some scrutiny. 

Plant a Tree? We have neighbors still interested 
in street tree plantings via the excellent Friends of 
the Urban Forest program. You may call me (584- 
6510) to get on the contact list for the next local 
planting. The group maintains that “trees are the 
most water-efficient landscaping to plant in drought 
years”. You may phone the FUF at 543-5000 to 
obtain tips on watering and drought-tolerant trees. 


(continued on page 2) 


PRESIDENT’S SPACE (continued from page 1) 


Planning, Zoning, Traffic issues are not being 
ignored. We are watching the evolution of new 
regulations being prepared by City Planning. We 
stand in support of others in the Mt. Davidson area to 
keep density and height limits reasonable. We will be 
circulating a petition to limit tour bus parking on our 
streets and need your support through vigilance and 
reporting problems at meetings or by phone to your 
SNA officers. 


Neighbor Sam Ganczaruk (585-8434) urges you to 
express your views for the use of the historic 
trolley cars on the “F” or “Z” lines. City funds are 
unavailable, but the Market Street Railway Company, 
working with the Muni, hopes to keep these cars 
rolling. The problem now is the high cost ($4 fare) of 
bringing them out our way on the new “J” line tracks, 
a part of this “Z” route that’s proposed. 


In closing, let me state that the SNA NEWS and the 


Association regrets any apperance Of insensitivity to 


racial minorities. We are a progressive neighbor- 
hood, known for tolerance, yet blessed with rugged 
individualists who take stands, get involved and speak 
their minds. We do not tolerate racism, however, and 
appreciate constructive criticism on this and other 
items. We are glad when you read the NEWS, come 
to meetings, and let us know how we are doing as 
your representatives. 


If you want to join The Sunnyside Neighborhood Asso- 
ciation or it is dues time for you again, please use the 
order below — 


Enclose with this coupon a check in the amount of 
$10.00 made Payable to the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association and mail to: 


Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 
P.O. Box 27615 
San Francisco, CA 94127 
Name: 


Address: Zip 


Telephone: 


The Sunnyside Neighborhood Association is a non- 
profit tax-exampt organization. 
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A SHORT HISTORY 
OF A BIG COLLEGE 


Our largest neighbor, the City College of San 
Francisco, is tightly packed into 56 acres and has 
nearly 30,000 students. 


When the College was organized in 1935, instruc- 
tion took place all over town, at the University of 
California Extension, Galileo High School, and by 
1939, in 22 often widely-separated locations around 
the city. 


The present campus was first occupied in 1940 
and had three permanent buildings, the Science 
Hall and the North and South gymnasiums. Right 
from the first, the College was overcrowded. The 
new campus had been planned for 2,500, but by 
1940 approximately 3,200 students were attend- 
ing. During World War Il, enrollment declined, but 
by 1947, with the influx of high school graduates 
and returning veterans, the student body exceeded 
5,500. 


To provide classroom space, the College sched- 
uled evening classes, used a nearby school build- 
ing and acquired occupancy of the United States 
Navy Waves Separation Center from 1946 to 1956. 


Numerous bond issues and State and Federal grants 
allowed the College to undertake a building pro- 
gram that brought it to its present configuration. 


Currently, a new library/learning center is being 
built and, when finished, will be the largest buiiding 
on campus. Plans are underway for a new book- 
store. New Chancellor Evan Dobelle proposes to 
build other needed facilities on the Balboa Reser- 
voir property. 


Through all the growth and development, the 
College has remained open to all residents of San 
Francisco. The present tuition is $5.00 per course 
hour up to a maximum of $50.00. The insitution is 
still committed to helping San Franciscans “acquire 
and develop intellectual, ethical, social, and 
physical competencies so that they may live rich and 
useful lives.” by Ellen Wall 


“Why is it that often the people you do the most for 
resent you the most? Maybe you remind them of 
their weaknesses. The Hell with them.” 
Kirk Douglas 
“The Ragman’s Son” 
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You may call any member of the Executive Board if KATHLEEN HAYNIE 
you have a problem or concern with which they may RN, LCSW, CMT 
help. aN “Therapeutic Massage 


Psychotherapy 


Newsletter Editor — Margaret Ann McGuire 333-4386 


Views expressed in the NEWS are those of the 
authors, unless indicated that they are official opinions of 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association. Glen Park Office 

Contributions to the newsletter are welcomed. Query (415) 469-8274 
first and be sure to observe the deadline. For the next 
issue, it will be August 8, 1991. 
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For Cathy Guisewite: “Nothing spoils a romance so 
much as a sense of humour in a woman — or the lack of 
itin aman.” Oscar Wilde 


Changing Woman taught Navajo ancestors-that we are 
given the power to heal ourselves. The ritual of “The 
Night Chant” of the Navajo is not to cure the dying, but 
to heal them, to return them to “hozro” — harmony with 
their fate. 
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BOOK RE-PHEW 


On Johnny Carson’s show, the book, “You’ll Never Eat Lunch 
In This Town Again,” sOunded like such fun that | was at 
Waldenbooks the next evening - only to learn their first 
shipment had been sold out before noon the day of its 
delivery. | ordered a copy, was notified immediately when it 
arrived. 


VICTORIA DAVILA 


Before opening the cover, | already had had the best things 
about Ms. Julia Phillips’ book — its intriguing title and the 
superb job of promotion. Did she have to go to Mount 
Holyoke College to learn to use the “F” word on every page? 
She is versatile in its usage; she uses it as a noun, verb, 
adjective, adverb - everything but a preposition. Admirable 
accomplishment. 


If you need to learn more about drugs - recreational and 
pharmaceutical —- perhaps you will appreciate information she 
includes. Certainly | never had heard of most of them. 
Inquiring of more sophisticated people, they too were not 
completely aware. 


Ms. Phillips guaranteed the sale of her book to vast numbers 
of people by sprinkling names throughout as profusely as 
confetti on New Year’s Eve. Everyone wants to see what is 
said about him/her in print. Friends too are curious. She 
actually includes somewhere near a thousand names. Prob- 
ably many of them are important somewhere, but most are 
unfamiliar to commoners like me. They are amongst back- 
scenes people mentioned in those credits which whisk by at 
the end of a television or movie production when you are 
trotting off to the powder room. About the most exciting thing 
she has to say about a popular celebrity is that Goldie Hawn 
doesn’t wash her hair too frequently. 


The use of pronouns by Ms. Phillips is so careless that you're 
never quite sure of which person she is referring to. 


She herself is an extensive, prolonged drug user; so, when 
Ms. Phillips considers someone else a heavy user, that person 
really must be. Yet she went off to business of various kinds 
while leaving her small daughter in the “care” of such an 
addict. 


| wasted my money. Why not save yours? 


M.A. McG. 


POLICE - CRIMINALS - VICTIMS - P.S. 


by Margaret Ann McGuire 


After the last newsletter came out with the original, “POLICE 
- CRIMINALS - VICTIMS”, reports of other neighbors being 
victimized were brought to my attention. At an SNA meeting, 
a lady whispered, “I’ve had my purse snatched three times too 
— each time by young black men. But you can’t say that. 
You’ll be accused of prejudice.” 


Why is it “prejudice” to tell the truth? 


Another neighbor said her money had been stolen at the 
Versateller in Glen Park. Before she could get her hand on it, 
the money was snatched. A young, good looking, well- 
dressed black man grabbed the money, jumped into a car, 
was driven off by a young black woman. Two other young 
black men were nearby, she cried out to them, but they 
ignored her. She said nothing at meeting. “It might give them 
ideas.” 


This scam is so old that previously | did not include it as an alert. 
Yet since the last newsletter it was used and it worked. Mrs. 
Mahler reports two older women were driving down 280 to a 
luncheon. They took the off-ramp for South Airport Boule- 
vard. Their car was bumped in the rear. They pulled over, got 
out to see what damage had been done. NOT PRUDENT. 
Three young black men took their purses — and their car. 


Asking a police officer to give a capsule description of a 
typical street criminal, he said, “Age 10 to 40, any race, 
generally very agile.” 


Another P.S. alert — If an intruder is in your house at night, do 
NOT put on alight. Knowing your house better, you are more 
able to get around in the dark — to the telephone, to an exit, to 
help. Light will assist a burglar more than you. 


In response to the last issue’s article on this subject, the 
following letter was received — 


lam responding to the “Police, Criminals, Victims” article that 
appeared in the Spring 1991 issue. Margaret Ann McGuire 
provided good information and helpful hints for guarding 
against crime. As a resident of Joost Avenue, | appreciated 
reading about her experiences, and | am sorry she has been 
a victim of neighborhood crime. 


| must, however, protest an aspect of her recount that dis- 
turbed me: In all but one of the experiences where Ms. 
McGuire saw the perpetrators, she described them as “young, 
black men.” This is reminiscent of the news media’s crime 
reports, which almost always mention the race of an offender 
if he or she is black or hispanic, yet almost always omit the 
race when the crime is committed by a white or Asian. 


Not only is this practice unfair, it sows the seeds of racial 
prejudice. It also perpetuates the mistaken belief that most 
crimes are committed by blacks or hispanics and that other 
races do not commit crimes. This leads to the assumption 


that whites are less likely to commit a crime, and creates a 
false sense of security. For example, we’ve all seen strangers 
walking down our street. /f that stranger is white or Asian, are 
you more or less likely to be suspicious than if the stranger is 
black or hispanic? Be honest. 


In closing, | would add the following to Numbers 1 and 2 of Ms. 
McGuire’s advice to never ignore your instincts and to be 
alert: “Don’t assume people are guilty or innocent because 
of their outward appearance, i.e. skin color, age, gender, 
dress, apparent strength, or physical attractiveness. Women 
commit crimes, and so do children. | have “young, black, and 
male” law-abiding friends who visit me, and | wouldn’t want 
my neighbors to automatically suspect them of having crimi- 
nal intentions. A more balanced perspective is needed, and 
| hope we can start here, with our neighborhood newsletter. 
Denise Hodges 


Ms. Hodges: 


Thank you for writing. Your comments are appreciated. | 
hope you will come to future SNA meetings and give us your 
input on other matters. 


To reply to your criticism of my omitting the race of my 
attackers in one incident, let me say they were NOT Cauca- 
sian. | couldn’t identify their race accurately and | felt it unfair 
to speculate. 


We are in agreement on this matter. | strongly think EVERY bit 
of descriptive material should be publicized about EVERY 
criminal in EVERY act of crime. Race certainly is one item of 
essential description to alert the public and to aid the police 
in finding and apprehending alaw-breaker. Suppressing such 
information is “aiding and abetting a criminal” and should not 
be permitted by law. 


You strengthened my admonition to be alert at all times, all 
places. Again we agree. As to your question, “Would | be 
more likely to be suspicious — etcetera — Be honest.” (I’m 
always honest. Causes me a lot of trouble.) Instinctively | 
respond to an inner quality rather than color. | know some 
whites | distrust and dislike. I’m no Will Rogers. There are 
some blacks | do like and trust. And vice-versa. Ina strange 
situation, however, where | had no time to evaluate, you are 
right. | would be more likely to be a bit more apprehensive re 
blacks. This is no inborn suspicion; it’s the result of repeat 
experiences taught me by “young, black males”. 


Too, |am apprehensive about a growing “reverse prejudice”. 
| wonder if | and my peers are targets of a “Hate Elderly White 
Women Cult”. 


An incident of police misbehavior is shown on the media 
literally hundreds of times. Such repetition makes it seem as 
if this behavior is frequent rather than the isolated incident it 
(continued page 7) 
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POLICE - CRIMINALS - VICTIMS - P.S. (continued) | 


was. Whenever an arrest is made, police now are held up for 
inspection and criticism while every excuse and loophole is 


available to the criminal. We all — all races — are having our 


freedom eroded while criminals take over our streets and 
invade our homes. Our taxes pay for playgrounds for our 
children, but how many mothers — black, white, Asian, char- 
treuse — feel comfortable about letting their children roam freely 
through those parks? 


Even victims are criticized now — again sometimes more than 
criminals. Throughout this article, | am speaking for myself. It 
has had no motion from the SNA. Therefore, it is my personal 
opinion that to protect our individual rights and freedom, no 
person or organization should hinder or withhold information 
which would help the police apprehend any malefactor. If the 
United States is supposed to be a “free country”, then law- 
abiding people of all sexes, ages, races should be unafraid to 
walk our streets at any hour of the day or night. 


Ms. Hodges, a newcomer, says, “a balanced perspective 
should start in this neighborhood.” Long before Ms. Hodges 
even was a twinkle in her father’s eye, | was born here in 
Sunnyside. We ALWAYS have had a conglomeration of 
nationalities, races, religions — and we all have enjoyed each 
other. We never avoided mentioning normal physical at- 
tributes. They help identify and describe. If one is not 
ashamed of them, why should mention be resented? | was 
“freckle-nosed Irish kid”. This identified me, but was not 
synonymous with liking or disliking. Amongst us long-time 
residents, this was and is true today. Our physical descrip- 
tions include coloring, but they have no effect one way or 
another on our friendships. Friendships are based on respect 
for character, mutual interests, compatibility of personalities. 
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LONG AGO — NOT FAR AWAY 


Have you ever had the telephone ring and a lilting voice just 
say, “Hello” and it gladdened your spirits? That was only the 
beginning. Ms. Connie Bramer hadn’t received the SNA 
newsletter recently, always enjoyed it, wondered how she 
could continue to receive it. Asking her address, | would drop 
a copy in her mailbox. The street was familiar, but | didn’t 
recall that specific house number — Unitil | drove up in front. A 
floodgate of memories opened. 


(continued next column) 


Long ago, Sunnyside School went only through the sixth 
grade, but Glen Park went through the eighth grade when one 
then graduated from grammar school. Sunnyside students 
became Glen Park students those last two years. Allhad Miss 
Wade for a principal. “Bad boys” were sent to her for 
beatings. Imagination is powerful. Girls who never endured 
physical punishment would tremble in sympathy, dig finger- 
nails into palms of hands when a boy was sent to the principal’s 
office. Bulldog Doran, vice principal, deserved her name. She 
looked and acted like one. She was reputed to have grabbed 
a boy, shaken him furiously, then hurled him so hard his shirt 
ripped off. Spitface Crowley — another deserved name. She _ 
was not known to punish physically, but she would get so 
angry she sputtered moistly. Miss Steele. She taught the 
lesson of selective truth. For an assignment on early Califor- 
nia history, one girl went to the Main Library, the reference 
room where, fascinated, she really delved. In her report, she 
wrote of priests enslaving squaws in order to force Indian men 
to build the missions. As soon as she realized the trend of this 
composition, Miss Steele thundered, “Sit down”. The well- 
researched, well-written composition got an “F”. Miss Finney 
had very long, very thick, naturally blond hair. When this 
Rapuzel went into the cloak rom to comb her gorgeous mane, 
children sneaked to the door to peek and watch. 


Finally there was Olga Johnson - from her house now belong- 
ing to Connie Bramer. No one ever failed to love and remem- 
ber Olga Johnson. She taught the eighth grade, was the 
graduation teacher. Houses each seem to attract a matching 
kind of person. Olga Johnson also was of Scandinavian 
descent, had sparkling eyes and voice. She always found 
something to praise. Some Irish boys hated school, were 
physically vigorous, restless, cared little for academia, were 
left back so often that they were shaving while still in grade 
school. They could be “devils” ina classroom. Miss Johnson 
understood the Irish. She never ordered them to do anything. 
She asked them to help her. Miss Wade could beat an Irish 
“devil” and he’d defy her all the way to the juvenile detention 
home. Miss Johnson would ask and he'd “give her the shirt 
off his back”. 


Olga Johnson lived in Connie Bramer’s house with her sister. 
They kept it just as itis now, immaculately clean, neat, serene 
looking. Miss Johnson never married, but she had a boyfriend 
and HE was MOST impressive to at least one graduating 
group. After graduation, the whole class went down town 
(very sophisticated) to the theatre and afterward to Haas’ for 
sodas and sundaes. Some boys “took” their girlfriends. 
These*boys worked for weeks in advance to earn money for 
the occasion. Parents did not finance dates. Girls did not pay 
for their own way. At the ice-cream parlor, after the theatre, 
one nervous boy wasn’t sure he had enough money to pay for 
his twosome. Another boy who had caddied profitably said 
he'd take care of it. It wasn’t necessary. A whisper hissed 
from table to table. Miss Johnson’s boyfriend was picking up 
the check for THE WHOLE CLASS. Donald Trump, at his 
peak, with all his hotels, casinos and towers never made a 
bigger impression. 


Connie Bramer, by any chance are you a relative of Olga 
Johnson? Anyway, you have the charisma she left in her/your 
house. It was a delight to hear from you. | hope it will be 
repeated. M.A. McG. 
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